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On May 6, Henry Campos and Sidney Blanco, former state prosecutors in the 1989 Jesuit murder
case, submitted a formal request to presiding judge Ricardo Zamora for authorization to participate
as private co-plaintiffs against the nine military officers charged with participation in the murders.
Campos and Blanco resigned on Jan. 8, claiming pressure from government officials supervising in
the investigation. The Jesuit order and relatives of the victims have since requested that the two act
as co-plaintiffs in the proceedings. Campos told reporters that as private plaintiffs he and Blanco
do not intend to substitute for state prosecution in the case. He said, "We...seek prosecution of [the
defendants] because we hold the deep conviction that they were part of the group of assassins...It is
clear the massacre was either authorized by members of the army high command or that there is a
criminal association operating inside the armed forces." According to Campos, an "official story" of
the murders was created in order to put a limit on the number of higher and lower ranking military
officers involved in the planning and execution of the crime. He asserted that Col. Guillermo
Alfredo Benavides was not the only officer responsible for ordering the killings. "If more military
people are involved and no explanations are being given, then the high command is responsible,"
Campos said. "The crime was authorized and the high command was responsible by way of
omission. There is a criminal group within the armed forces which executed the murders, and we
are going to promote in-depth investigations to find the... intellectual author." Campos mentioned
testimony by US military adviser Maj. Erick Buckland to the US Federal Bureau of Investigation
which indicated that a plan to assassinate the priests existed. In response to Buckland's statements,
Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce, former chief of the army high command and current minister of defense,
ordered Col. Armando Aviles to develop a propaganda campaign to distance the military from the
crime and attempt to blame it on the rebels. Campos asserted that failure to properly prosecute
and investigate the murders would lead to an international investigation. Spanish Embassy official
Manuel Montobbio told ACAN-EFE that the Spanish government supported the request made by
the Jesuit order and the victims' relatives. He asserted that the Spanish government maintains its
interest in the case and prosecution of persons responsible. Jose Maria Tojeira, Jesuit provincial for
Central America, told reporters in Managua that to date the investigations of the murders have not
attempted to expose the intellectual authors. According to Tojeira, a group of colonels constituting
a "parallel" high command could have been the "ultimate" intellectual authors of the crime. Tojeira
added that the US Embassy in El Salvador had "obstructed" the investigation, and covered up
evidence. On May 7, Defense Minister Rene Emilio Ponce denied that high ranking army officials
were involved in the Jesuit massacre. Ponce said accusations made by Blanco and Campos were
"very serious." He added that he hoped the two attorneys "have evidence to substantiate [their
accusations], because if not, our laws also give us rights, and we will make use of them." Ponce
threatened to bring charges of defamation of character against Campos and Blanco. (Basic data from
AFP, ACAN-EFE, 05/06/91, 05/07/91; Notimex, 05/06/91)
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